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Y Entrance on Religion was as {weet 

and comfortable as I cou'd defire, 

but by a wretched Carelefnets I 
have fall’n by degrees totally in the {pace of three Years, 
and in thefe four next following Years I neither have 
nor can continue in any Thought, Defire or Power to 
Repent, but live a Moral honeft Lite, love Juftice in 
al} my Dealings, follow Peace and Civility with all 
Men, live in good Credit and Efteem amongft my Neigh- 
hours 3 I frequently ule the Church, I am not inclined 
t9 Company, nor any Vice chac I can find by Examina- 
tion; yet atter all I retaia no ipark of Love to God, or 
Senie of the Divine Being, bue Heaven, Hell, Judg- 
ment and Torment, make no more Impreflion on my 
Mind whea they are difcourted ferioufly, than they can 
on a Block or Stone. When I remember my former 
Seation, my Reafon difcovers my prefene Mifery, buc 
without Hope or Dread, notwithftandlng my utmoft 
Endeavour : [have implored heavenly affiftance to grant 
me a Sincere Kepentance, but can have no help in thofe 
Duties, nor any feeling defire for what I ask: I know 
the Comtort ot a Godly Lite, for 1 have tafted it, but 
jes ic now out of my reach, and as a thing which con- 
cerns me not, for ike Lazarus or the Prophets Axe, I 
save no Power co come forth, nor Heare to beg for it. 
In this Grave of my Sou! I have in four Years rooted 
trom my Mind all the glorious Idea’s of God's Attri- 
buces, the Value of che Soul, or being of a Future State ; 
i retain no fentible Thoughts of them, fo that L am for- 
ced to conclude that my Reftoration is as impoffible as 
tor a Dead Corps to defire to live, or be troubled be- 
caufe ic doth not. 

Genslemen, | know you will put me upon Duties, and 
bid me Hope, but 1 Conjure you as you will Anfwer 
jt, that vou do: et deceive ine by {peaking Peace, where 
God hath and doci, fuffer too much, but give me your 
truc Sentiments, 

Firlt, Of the meaning of thefe Words, He that layeth his 
Hand to the Piow, and draweth back, my Soul] thal] 
have no Pleafare in him? 

Secondly, 1f after they have been enlightened, and 
have tafted the Heavenly Gift and Powers of the World 
to cone, wc. 

Thirdly, i bechev thefe two Scriptures be mot pronounced 
directly agarnjk me ? 

Fourthly, (“berher in my falling back I have not finned 
againft the Holy Ghojt, or whether this drawing back be 
not the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft, it being under the fame 
Sentence ? 

Fifchly, As there can be no way 10 avoid my Milery, be- 
ther it is not bester for me to continue in this injenfible Stu- 
pidity, than to be hurried into a furious De{pair, which muft 
needs be the Effect oj a terrifying Con{cienee, altho’ I bave 
norealon to believe that my Goalcience will ever trouble me 
more in this World. 

Sixthly, Since a means of Hearing, Reading, or Pray- 
er, do but encreafe my Dijtemper, Whether my Continuance 
in thofe Duties may not provoke a juft God to drive me from 
this fate of Deadne{s to a horrible Defparation, for it is moft 
certain that (uch cold dead Performances are abominable in 
his fight ? 3 

Seventhly, Would you advife me to ferfake the Church, and 
frequent Diffenters, wikk God grant that in one place which 
be utterly rejufeth in another ? 

Fighthly, Hath there ever been the Example of any Per- 
fon in my Condition for {0 long a time, that the Holy Spirit 
bath exvr affifted.to a true Repentance ? . 
 Anjw. A dreadiul initance ot the Effeds of Kemifnels 
in Religious Duties, and the Service of God,which may 
be ot good ufe to thofe who are not yet funk fo deep 
asthe prefent Querift, who is indeed, ina fad and dan. 
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gerous, tho’ not, we hope, de/perzte Condition, and who 
needs che Prayers of all good-Chriftians, whofe Quefti- 
ous we fhail firft endeavour to An{wer, and then give 
him our farther Advice. The firit Queftion joyns two 
Scriptures together, 9 St. Lak. laft. He that putrerh his 
Hand to the Plough ana lvoketh back, is mot ft for the King- 
dom of God; and that in Heb. 10. 38. If any Man draw 
back, my Soul fhall have no pleajure in him. For the tor- 
mer of thefe Dr. /1ammond gives us the meaning very 
fully in his Paraphiate, “He that holds the Plough 
“ muft have his Eye diligently faften’d upon it, and if 
** he be apt often to look back, he will! be unfit for thac 
“Employment ; fo thou when thou haf undertaken 
“my Service, muft follow ic with the fame Diligence, 
“* and if thou haft any Thoughts of what thou haft left 
“at home, thou wilt never be a fit Difciple of mine : 
Now tho’ it muft be granted that there’s fome Refem- 
blance between forlaking the Service of Chrift while he 
was here upon Earth, and growing remils in the Offices 
of that Religion he has lett us, now he's gone to Hea- 
ven, and therefore this Text may be well apply'd to 
awaken thole who are in Danger of doing fo; yer it’s 
plain that there’s a great Difference between the two 
Cales.—Befides, being fir for the Kingdom of God, feems 
here to relate to the Office of Preaching, if we contule 
the Context : Go thou fays our Saviour, to fuch another, 
and Preach (the Kingdom of God] as indeed mott of the 
Difciples pertonally call'd by our Saviour, teem defign'’d 
for that Office ; which if they did not thoroughly Efpouje, 
and forfake all for their Mafters Service, bur kept any 
Referve behind, halting between God and Mammon, he 
fays, they were not fit for his Bufinefs. Tho’ it tollows 
not, but they might afterward be, if they return’d.and 
kept their minds more fleddily on their Work, than they 
had formerly done. 

As for the other Scripture : “ If any man draw back, 
“© my Soul fhal) have noPleafure in him, the tormer 
part of the Verfe, “ The Fu/t thall live by his Faith ; 
and other places of the Context. “ Forfaking the At 
“© fembly of the Saints, @c. De feem fufficiently to 
clear the Senfe thereof: and chat it relates, as Dr. Ham 
mond Notes, to an open total Apojfacy from the Faith ia 
time of Perjecution. The true Notion, fays he, of the 
Words & this, “If ne thac food live by his Faith fthall 
Cowardly withdraw himle!t from the Publick Worthip 
of Chrift, as Ignatius, from the Eucharift, and Prayer 
‘* God's Soul hath no Pleature ln him, he’s utterly dif- 
‘6 lik'd by God. But neither do’s this Scripture, tho? 
alfo a warning to all thole «ho witrour any juft and 
fufficient Caufe torlake a true Church, neither does thig 
reach the prefent Caie, tn-.e being to wide a difference 
between ’em, thar ch «’s ro need particularly to obs 
ferve it. But tho’ ity cre the tame Cafe, this thwarting 
only takes place on. thoie who Apo) ize finally, withe 
out Repen‘ance; tho’ it was indeed miftaken by the No 
vatians jn te ‘rimitive Church, as well as ocher pafla- 
ges i tais fame kpuitle: as ifie extende:! co all chat had 
deny'd the Fucth atter thoy were Bapeig’d 5 but chis Opi- 
nion was fo contrary to the Judgment of the Univerial 
Church, that made tt a Herefie. 

For the Second Queftion, concerning the Third Seri- 
pture : It i impoffible, exc. This was indeed the main 
place urg’d by thole toremention’d Hereticks: But how- 
ever thus much is plain, that it {peaks of an open avow'd 
Apoftacy from, and denial of the Chriflian Faitb, by thofe 
who had been exlightn’d, btpriz'd, and receiv’d the Holy 
Ghoft, the Power of werking Afiraeler; "Twas impof- 
ble, yery difficult, as the Word is frequently taken, or 
Illegal, contrary to the Cuftom of the Church of God, te 
renew them ¥gain to yo eee to admit em to Abfe. 
lution, aiid che Prayers ot the Church, difficuls ever © re. 
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upon Repentenee, impoflible without, 
par ier Gers iat aclther is it of remifnefs in 
Faith, or a good Life, but as before abfolutely falling off 
from both, if not alfo Perjecusing che > ede - 
leaft joyning with thofe who did fo, which feems imply ; 
in thofe Expreffions, and trampli under foot pata 
of the sen of God, and doing delpite to the Spirit O 


ere third Queftion, Whether thofe Scriptures bent pre- 
nounced direétly againft the Querift? By which he means, 
whether they don’t direff'y reach hisC2/e and¢ ircumftances: 
Our Opinion will be plain from what has been faid, that 
they do nor. And the fourth mutt alfo be refolv'd in the 
{ame manner. For this further Reaton, befides what 
has been alieady faid, Becaufetho' we all of us, more or 
lefs, Sin prota the Holy Spirit of God, who is faid 
( after the manner of Men ) to be griev'd at our Follies, 
yet whoever has really committed the Sin againtt the He- 
ly Ghot, mentioned in the Scriptures, if now poflible to 
be committed, they can have no Remor/e for it, no De. 
fire of Repentance, fince every fuch Defire mult be pro- 
duc’d in us by chat Bleff2d Spirit, but mult be given up 
and Jef, either to a perfect dead Scupid:ty, or the moit 
furious Defrair. But in the prefent Cate, it’s plain thac 
the Querift has ftill fome Sence of his il Condition, and 
fome Defires, tho’ thofe perhaps too fainr, and languid, 
after a real Repentance. a 
To the fifth, Since there may be Ways to avsid his 
Mifery (and what thele are, we dia!] anon fee further ) 
he ought nelther co continue in Stupidity, but Strength- 
en what remains and is ready to dye, nor yet run into 
che contrary extream, of Defpair, the higheft affront to 
his Saviours Goodnets, fince there's yet fome hope let: tor 
him, if he ftays not till the Door is fhut againft him. — 
To the fixth, Whether he ought not to neglect all Duties, 
becaule fuch a cold and unworthy Performance of ’em does 
bus the more provoke God ? We reply in the Negative, 
that he ought not to neglect what's his known Duty in 
al] Cafes, Soenide he has in fome. That he ought co 
perform other Deties, but not negle# fuch as are common 
to al] Chriftians. That he may have help wih’em, but 
cannct without em. That ‘cis a Temptation of the Devil, 
which puts fach Thoughts into his Heart, co hinder him 


from Repentance, which is not to be expected out of that. 


Way that’s appointed by God, that his Exampie may fill 
be ufeful to others. And laftly, chat he rather ought 
to ule all poffible endeavours chat he may Prof: by 
Religious Drities, than quite neglect ’em becaule he thinks 
he gets no Profit by ‘em. 

To the feventh, Whether we'd advise him to forfake the 
Church, @c. Weask fer what Reafon. Is it becaufe 
he Profits not under it, but chat he owns is his own Ful, 
and that it has been orberwife, or that God will give that 
ih ome place, as he fays, which he denies in anether. But 
Balaam did not find it fo, nor is that Wife and Fuft Be- 
ing whom we adore, fo Capricious and Fanciful as Men 
are ( He's not like Man, that he fhou’d Lie or Repent ) 
his Actions are ordered by the higheft Equity and Rea- 
fox. Lf you do well you thal] be accepied, and none that 
we know of (in England ) have yet publickly faid, 
whate're they may think, that Gods Spirit has left the 
Church of Eng/and, and it he has not, we know no Rea- 
fon why you fhou’d leave her, and add one Sin morc to 
thofe you are already guilty of. 

To the eighth, David is generally thought to have Jain 
a confiterable while, infentible of his Guilt, tho’ much 
higher than yours, namely open fcandalous Immorality. 
But it none that you or we know of, have recover’4 out of 
uch a Condition as you now are in, the more Reafon 
have you co make bajfle out of Sodom, before it be too 
late, that you ben’t partaker of wore Plagues than they 
ever tuffer’d. 

Now ter our advice; which upon the whole,in fhore, 
is this, you are afraid of being put xpon Duties, when 
taere’s no other way but chat te tolid Peace, for your 
Recovery or Salvation, which is plain even by your own 
confefion, that "twas by Carele(ne{s, and Negleé in 
your Duiy, that you came be thus. The fame fteps 
cheretore younmal « ff backwatd that have brought you 
io near Ruin, that is, ule the dire contrary Afethad to 


what you took when you loft your firlt Sence of Re 
ligion. Be conftant earneft and attentive in Prayer, 
hearing Gods word, the Sacraments ( the laft when 
a little farther recovered.) But how fhall you bring your 
mind to this, whena contrary Habit fo firmly rooted» 
We anfwer, you may do much cowards it ; Keep your 
mind at leaft, clofe to the outward a@ion. But in or. 
der to breaking inch an inveterate Habit, ad vigoroufty 
and immediately, directly againft ic. Fa/f and Humble 
vour feifin good earneft betore God, Withdraw once 
or twice a Week (elpecially now) from worldly Buf. 
nels ( you've none ture of greater Concern than your Sal. 
vation; ) There think cloiely, on the wonderful, inf. 
nite, abus’d Love of your Saviour, who won't break 
the bruis'd Reed; who at whatloever time a Sinner re. 
pents will have Mery on him, who may yet give you 
Grace+o do 10, ifyou neglect not the meat. Laftly, 
Frequent conftantly ( as before } the publick Service 
( not omitting your privare Devotions ) your felf pray. 
ing and defiring all other good Chriftians to do the 
fame for you: ) From barune{s of Heart, and contemps 
of thy Word and Commaniments, Good Lord deliver us. 
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Adbertifements, 


o N Account of Denmar/-, as it 1s was in the Year 
1692. more particularly of the Form of Go. 

vernment, how it became Hereditary and Abfolute, 

the Condition, Cuftoms, and Temper of the People, 

of the Reveate, Army, Fleet, Fortreffés, Court, Dif. 

pofition and Inclination ef the King of Denmark towards 

his Neigibours,the Manner of Difpoffefling and Reftoring 

the Duke of Helftein Goztorp, the Interett of Denmark, 

with other Srates of the Clergy, Laws, Learning, 

The fecond Fi: ion Correéted. 

ww N Eflay upon Taxes, Calculated for the pre- 

fent Junéture of Affairs in England. 

i gee for raifing a Million of Money out of 
che Forfeited Eftates in Ireland, together with 

the Anf{wer of the Irifv co the fame, and a Rep!y there- 

to. 

All three Printed for Tim. Guodwin at the Queens-Head 

againit St. Dunftans Church in Fleesftreet. 

eS He Lord Chief Baron Atkins Speech to Sir Wil- 
liam Afbyr{t, Lord Mayor Eleét of the City of 

London, at the time of his being Sworn in their Maje- 

fties Court of Exchequer, on Ménday the thirtieth of 

Offober, 1693. 

Printed for Richard Ballwin near the Oxford-Arms fh 

Warwick- Lane. 


R. Switerda (recommended by our Gracious King) 
profefles a very fhort, eafie and delightful Me-" 
thod, and no wile Pedantick, as they doin all Coun- 


Rules, and to exp!ain any Author in two Years time; 
and Ladies and Gentlemen in one Year. He teaches 
Wednefdays and Frid ys at his Houfe in Arundgl-fireet next 
to the White-Lion, and Tuefdays and Saturdays in Queen- 
treet at the Sign of the Green Man, nigh Cheapfide, and 
Mondays and Thwe[days in George Court in Piccadilly nigh 
a Glafier againft the Church, where may be had Gram- 
matical, French and Latin, Hiftorical Cards, as alfo a 
Pack to learn in avery fhort time. Copiam Verborum, 
which is a great want in many Gentlemen. ° 


Hefe are to give Notice, that Tho. Hindes Famous 
Never-failing Cordial, famous for its Cures for 
many Years, is ftill to be Sold at Mr. Rebert Dove Cut- 
ler at the Kings-bead near the Corner of the Minories 
near Aldgate, and at Mr. Charles Kack a Pewterer over 
againft the George-Inn in the Buyrough et Southwark ; 
anc at Mr. Fobm Creffet atthe Lion and Shugar-loaf ovet 
again{t the King on Horje-bzck on the left hand geing to 
Whitehall ; and at my own Houle, a Pi€ture-Drawers 
Shop at Alderfgate next the Fountaia-Tavern, and no 
ellewhere in London. 
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